


Project Overview – Pre Covid Delivery

- 10 Sessions per week term time 
- 2 sessions in each locality / Specific Holiday provision 
- Volunteering & peer support opportunities
- Transition Support
- Open access and targeted to respond to need
- Young person focussed and lead
- Community & family engagement 
- Referral & signposting to other agencies



Project Overview – Covid Delivery

- 2 sessions in each locality – School based lunchtime clubs - Transition Support –
working with Year 6 bubbles during lunchtime delivery  

- Digital sessions / Virtual youth clubs/ Street based detached sessions /Outdoor 
activity sessions/ Allotment sessions / Face to face schools & youth club sessions / 
1-2-1 support/ Facebook Live & You Tube videos

- Specific Holiday provision – Outdoor allotment sessions inline with NYA and 
Government Guidelines 

- Regular YMCA Barnsley Website & Facebook updates
- Postcards/ Summer catch up cards / Christmas cards
- Activity & resource packs delivered 
- Phone calls / Emails / Socially distanced visits to keep in touch 
- Peer support opportunities – Outdoor & indoor meetings / Supporting Virtual Youth 

Club Delivery and booked on sessions
- Sleep support project   
- Young person focussed and lead
- Community & Family engagement  
- Referral & Signposting to other agencies



Where we are now…..

- The project has delivered 211 session and reached 213 

Children & Young people (Q1,2 & 3)

- We have 8 Peer Supporters 

- Staff Training & Development throughout Covid Response & 

Ongoing

- Further links with other agencies – strengthening these links 

during Covid delivery to ensure the children and YP we work 

with have access to all services required at this time  



Meet the young people and projects…….



Central



Oliver says “I love attending the YMCA because it’s fun, I’ve met new friends 
through the holiday activities rather than just the ones I have at school. They do cool 
trips for us to go on, the activities are varied, interesting, I learn lots and there 
always good fun. I get to experience different projects like music recording, dance & 
drama, gardening, cooking, loads of arts & craft things which are my new interests 
now and do at home too.  The staff are lovely, kind and caring, I have a laugh and I 
feel comfortable with them. I really would like to join out of the school club and 
attend on an evening I enjoy it that much and I know how much it’s helped me in 
many ways, I’d like that to continue now I’m getting older and the new challenges I’ll 
be facing that comes with that. Thanks YMCA Barnsley for all your help & fun times.”

Feedback from Oliver’s mum Geri: Oliver has improved in all ways since his time at 
the YMCA after school club, he showed interest into it which was a big step but yet he 
didn’t have the confidence to ask school about it so I’m so glad he told me, we went 
along together so he could observe then within 5 minutes he began to join in with a 
staff member which progressed from then. He was happy to continue attending by 
himself. He’s confidence just kept on growing, his belief in himself & his abilities to 
try new things, speak to others & allow himself to find his own hobbies, interest & 
himself, who he was. At home he was loud, bubbly funny and always smiling you 
wouldn’t believe the change in him socially, so it’s now great to see the real Oliver all 
the time now and that’s definitely come from him attending the YMCA club all these 
years, he attends their out of school holiday club which excelled his progression even 
more. I / we are very grateful to the YMCA for all they have done for Oliver, & 
hopefully his fund raising idea expressed his thanks in a little way too.



Dodworth



I enjoy the YMCA youth club because lots of 
my friends go and we can have fun and also 
make new friends. I also love the activities 
the YMCA arrange because they are all 
different but all absolutely fantastic. Also 
they do fun days in the school holidays 
which allows me to learn different things 
like working in a recording studio and doing 
workshops.
Charlie



Kingstone





Stairfoot



The children are always keen to attend the YMCA sessions as 
they are fun and engaging and allow them to explore 
activities that they might not otherwise have chance to do. 
Over the Christmas period, the youth workers were always 
ready with a fun, creative activity for the children (making 
tree decorations etc.) but were equally happy to facilitate 
some of the children's requests too. They are always friendly 
and approachable and make the children feel at ease - I 
certainly noticed some children coming out of their shells and 
developing more confidence within the group situation during 
their time attending the YMCA group.

The Forest Academy



Worsbrough



“Just wanted to update you that when I 
took ……to school this morning and he 
chatted with me about your chat he said 
he felt like he had had a load off his mind 
and felt so much better from talking with 
you and that it feels good to know he has 
a safe place to go and a trusted adult he 
can talk to in confidence if he needs it in 
the future. So thank you very much, I 
cannot tell you how much I appreciate it.”



Thank You




